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A note on the text:
The text for this piece comes from three distinct sources.

The first is the response of the philosopher and thinker Walter Benjamin to the painting by Paul Klee entitled Angelus Novus.
This piece is most commonly titled "The Angel of History" and found in his "Theses on the Philosophy of History".

The second source is the Latin Vulgate Bible. The passage is Hebrews 4:12

The third source is a fragment of a poem written by the composer in response to the other two texts, expressing sympathy and

consolation for the angel.

The Angel of History:

Augen aufgerissen; Mund offen; Fliigel ausgespannt - Der Engel der
Geschichte. Er hat das Antlitz der Vergangenheit zugewendet... eine Kette
von Begebenheiten... eine einzige Katastrophe, die unablissig Triimmer auf
Triimmer hauft und sie ihm vor die Fiile schleudert. Er méchte wohl
verweilen, die Toten wecken, das Zerschlagene zusammenfiigen. Aber ein
Sturm weht vom Paradiese her, der sich in seinen Fliigeln verfangen hat und
so stark ist, daB3 der Engel sie nicht mehr schliefen kann. Dieser Sturm treibt
ihn unaufhaltsam in die Zukunft, der er den Riicken kehrt, wihrend der
Triimmerhaufen vor ihm zum Himmel wichst.

Hebrews 4:12

vivus est enim Dei sermo et potens et penetrabilior (acutior) omni gladio
ancipiti et pertingens usque ad divisionem animae ac spiritus articulorum
quoque et medullarum et discretor cogitationum et intentionum cordis

In Complexu Pacis
Veni, veni

O qui perduras
Tempestate deficiente
Alis iam tandem replicatis Famulum, angelum

Respice Veni ad Dominum tuum

Vide bracchia extenta Veni,

Parata ut te complectantur, Veni ut in bracchiis solacii tenearis
Omnisne spes a te discessit? In complexu pacis.

Nonne meministi?
Respice
Dominus tuus opperitur - te

Eyes staring; mouth open; wings spread - the angel of history. His
face is turned toward the past.... a chain of events... one single
catastrophe which keeps piling wreckage and hurls it in front of his
feet. The angel would like to stay, awaken the dead, make whole what
has been smashed. But a storm is blowing from Paradise; it has got
caught in his wings with such a violence that the angel can no longer
close them. The storm propels him into the future to which his back is
turned, while the pile of debris grows skyward.

For the word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit
and the joints and marrow and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.

Come, come

You who endure
When the storm falters
When your wings finally fold  Servant, angel.

Glance back Come to your Lord

See the arms held, Come,

ready to embrace you, Come be held in the arms of comfort
Is all hope gone from you? In the embrace of peace

Do you not remember?
Look back
Your Lord waits - for you,

Performance Needs:

Large Mixed Chorus (SSAATTBB), Boy Soprano Soloist (alt. sopr.)

(2222,4331,2 perc, str.)

2 Fl., 1 Ob., 1 Eng. Hrn, 2 Clar. In Bb, 2 Bsn
4 Fr. Hrns in F, 3 Tpts in Bb, 3 Tbns, Thba,

2 Perc.

Strings

Percussion Needs:

1 snare drum

1 field drum

1 bass drum

1 very large tam tam

Duration: approx. 7 min. 40 sec.
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